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Abstract

TAAFY AR MENENE @ ATEE AATRS ROE (R 336l IEEAE TNAGIIE a3 A @ W (NS
A3 e FAEETET a3 AN ASAOF AP I SFF TS IE| AT APEA AU LISEH LSAOPET
SRS FAF Sy AfFFeT A IRl e I3 Fse Iy JF © R S SR IEIE wE
SN AT @RAT FE @ @ FEET AR [@ET APR Jw TR @ AR Wiewie AEaET [ FERT M
fafe ST SPRAT 2N T HIRFT ,(RAIITFR (FOE AN T @ I T ,(Tod fer@ne 93 4a@wa
IAFHFA ANRCA Il TR BOE@ (7] TF| IREF IR0 AEHA FE T Fror@ a8 gfega *fFe wws
IfaEfie . F@F SwesF fim i JfTReE Sawry RIPenE oW AR I[/@TGF LFN AR
SHFE a3 ARPEERRNCENESF TR SaRess wFeR afefde T Torda AR T ST THEEY
sfaee TAEES W ARERT 9 ARFeET S[FE e @ W WA 3w, AN ARTE NI (Ses orHea
JTEFE FOE FAERT THAT T WY -Tg8 R A{@EF TN AT GIE (q@ @TR@A® FE afe & |
(AR 97 TTHAE 3 RN SFEa TN HFe &l T IO (FUAqo AP TIPE TACHSTICHA
T FeIE THE A0TRT AR 97 IfSFET T F HFEE SO (@8] @A ©F 936 DfenfmE TERET 2 0[@
Il $91 S| The tendency to see public health and the environment as complementary to each other became a norm of colonial
governance. Judging by the geographical conditions, the role of public gatherings, markets, trade and other political events gained
importance. The humid climate of the region, stagnant water bodies, changing course of the Bhagirathi River and inadequate drainage
created constant health hazards, which increased the frequency of outbreaks of malaria, cholera, kala-azar and fever. The areas where
damp environment, water bodies or dirty ponds were more common, the outbreak of disease in those areas led to a decrease in public
gatherings, population decline. As a result, descriptions of such unhealthy environments are often prominent in the reports of British
officials. However, despite these adverse conditions, the article discusses how colonial and local initiatives gradually expanded the
public health infrastructure of Murshidabad. The dispensaries of Berhampur, Lalbagh, Kandi, Jangipur and Azimganj - often
established with philanthropic support - became significant health centres in the mid-twentieth century, providing intense care,
diagnostic services and outpatient facilities. Although the impact of unsanitary conditions was more or less noticeable in all the districts
of Bengal, Murshidabad district has been selected for the purpose of this article because it was recognized for its administrative and
commercial importance since pre-British times. The article will provide a historical overview of how the question of public health came
to the fore with government support while it was the centre of the administrative structure and what kind of initiatives were taken to
remedy it.
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